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And this Day foal be unto yeu for « Memorial.” | 


"4 HE imperfection of human nature, and’ 
. fl the mutability of worldly things, have 


given birth to frequent changes, and 


revolutions, in kingdoms and empires, 


Thefe revolutions, are neceflarily attended with’ 


ftriking fcenes and events, that command the at- 
tention, and frequently excite the wonder of the 
world, They. alto neceffarily exhibit to public 
view, a.variety of characters, efpecially of fuch 
perfons as were formed by nature for heroic 
atchievements; the final iffue beft determines, 
to whom the good or evil principally belongs, 


No doubt the providence of Gop has wile: 
and good purpofes to anfwer, by thefe things ;° 


and his hand that guides end direéts them, in 
their moft fecreg caufes and operations, will be 
Loa ee tas devoutly 


ee 


the wife. — 


Le. 


devoutly acknowledged, by the theughtful-and. 


1 


‘SENTIMENTS of this kind are naturally fug= 
gefted, from the glorious American Revolution 
which in the/courfe of natus¢, and by the will 


_ of Heaven, has opened in our day. 


- imprefs our minds with an, a 


| oF me men ers yo 57: 


We have feen great events produced from” 
caufes but {mall in human view : we have pla-_ 
ces in various parts of the ¢ontinent famed ‘as 
theatres of bloody battles : we have a large num- 
ber of names recorded for patriots and: heroes “s 
and the important fcehe, yet open on the Ame-' 
rican ftage, commands the attention and wonder. 


"Tus day, and. the public appearance of it, 
ecting remem’=" 


- ‘brance of a fignal event, a moft.tragical {cene. 


' that opened in this place, from. which the alarm, 


_ of war was foundedthro’ the lands, ho 


'. ‘Tue battle of Lexington, will-not-only mark. 


a diftinguifhed page in the hiftory of this. war,.. 
but, be remembered, and mentioned, with ine; 
dignation to Britifh cruelty, and with reproach 


to the man that ordered, ‘and the: officers that 


executed the bloody orders, fo long as proper. 


feelings. of humanity, fhall poffefs the human, 
heart, We well remember our feelings. on that. 
: ne ee ee ey 


Sa oe Be 


“day ; nor fhall we ever forget them : the inha-_ 

bitants of this town muft have undergone more 
than can be well expreffed ; and the friends of 
thofe who fell victims to Britifh cruelty and 
murder, muft ftill have aching hearts. 
-~Twe religious obfervance of this anniverfary, 

- ‘with martial appearances on the day, do honot 
to the town, .and the caufe of our country,— 
** For this day fhall be unto you for a memorial.” - 


‘TuHouGH itis our duty to imprefs eur minds 
with a proper recollection of ih day, dnd its 
tranfactions, which gave birth to this anniverfary, 
and, devoutly acknowledge the hand of Provi- 
dence, in reftraining the wrath and rage of our 
enemies, and difappointing their bafe defigns ; 
yet it may not be neceflary for me,at this time, to 
go over the particular tranfadtions of that day,or 
attempt a defcription of its horrors and diftref- _ 
fes, which fell fo heavily on’the people of this — 
place. In judginent, Gop remembered mercy : 
and among other favours inProvidence, you had 
your faithful paftor to advife and comfort you, 
and Jead in your devotions to Gop ; and oneve- - 
ry return of the anniverfary, have devoutly ac- 
knowledged the hand of Gop. A religious ac- . 
knowledgment of Gop and his Providence, is 
certainly the dtuy ofa chriftian people, under all 
changes and events: and to pofiefs a frame of 
wind that correfponds with the meafures of Pro= 

| Nidence, is a noble attainment in religion, 
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Tite day and its events we are commermora- 
ting; lead to,and are interwoyen with a feries of 
wonders, involving our higheft interefts and 
concerns ; atid alfo thofe of pofterity: = 


Tue finger ofGophasindeed been fo confpicu- 
ous in every ftage of our glorious ftruggle,thatit 
feems as if the wonders and miracles performed 
for I{racl of old, were repeated over anew for 
the American Ifrael, in our day. The hardncfs 
that poffeffed the heart of Pharaoh of old, feems 
to have callouffed the heart of the Britifh King 5 
and the madnefs that drove that antient tyrant 
and his hofts into the fea, appears to have pof- 

 Jeffed the Britith-court and councils, and to have 

driven. them and their forees to meafures; that, 
in human. view,-‘muft terminate in their own 
eonfufion and ruin’: and this in {pite of ‘the 
council and advice of the prudent and wife 
and the repeated prayers and intreatics of the 
poor and oppreffed Americans, ES Sr 


As the powers of nature,under the command 
of Gen, operated in favour of Ifrael of old ; the 
ftars in their courfesfought againft their enemies 5 
the fun topped in itscourfe,thatI{racl might com- 
pleat their victory, kings and armies were con- 

red and fubdued before them : So a moft 
_attonifhing concurrence of caufes, under the di- 
reCiion of the fame unerring wifdom, have con- 
Spiced to bring about the American revolution. 
ee 


4 Ee ge 
| Ggaean was for «long time, a and of reftand — 
liberty for Goo's people of old + fo we have out 
“faifed hopes iid Canis this day, that our 
Jand will foon become a quiet. habitation, an 
aflylum tothe oppreffed throughout ‘the world; 
and the joy of the whole earth, _ ay ae 
; dn te Rema ee ty ; i ; 9 ba 50K wes ay 
In miraculous produ@ions, we fee and’own 


Se 


Gop, which too generally poffeffes our minds. 
We ftop at fecond caufes, but forget GOD, the 
great and firft caufe of all we admiiré the he- 
Fife of the general ; we praife the valour and 
bravery of the foldier ;—but forget that falva-.. 
tion is of the Lorv. ane un 


en Ee a ee ps me ee a 

.y Tus whole of our arduous ftruggle,is indeed 

but 4 fcene of wonder and amazement ; exhibit- 

ing the moft (triking marks of the interpofition’ 

_ and agency.of Gop. . However politicians have 

been employed, the ambition and anger of men. 

heen raifed, and the greateft exertions of hu- _ 
; : : B hee AP ai ial PAE ihah 
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man power put forth ; yet at fober meh and 


_chriftians, it becomes us to lock above al! thefé 


things, and acknowledge and adore the hand of 
Providence. Mittra apes 


forces and accomplifh the great event. ‘Hence 
8 fpirit of liberty muft ftimulate this large peo- 
ple, and like a fpreading torrent flow over the 


Eas os) 


in ‘the beginning of the controverfy, fuch a {pirie- 
Of liberty fhould fo generally fill the lind. The 


gations 


nations, of Europe, it feems, for a long time, 


‘Shave been much loft to a fenfe of liberty. “Ag to 
many of them,the body of the people are but lit- 
tle better than flaves to their princes and kings: 
' Jong inured to opprefiion, they. have become in~ 
fenfible to their yoke, as the ftupid afs to the 
burthen it carries, But the fons of America had 
not yet lo% the noble fpirit of their anceftors, 
and therefore difdained to be the flaves of Bri- 
tain. Not difmayed by threatenings,or dangers, 
they engaged in the arduous work, determined 
to be free 5 and have exhibited examples of uni~ 
‘on, virtue, perfeverance and hereifm, that are 
mentioned with admiration throughout . the 
world, In following the fteps of Providence, 
our duty has been pointed out from time to time 5. 
and favourable events fucceeding one another, 
we are at length conducted, by the hand of a 
LindProvidence, within fight of the great objec 
of our toils. ree ak ; 


As the original fource of the American revoe 


lution, under Providence, was that fenfe of lir | 


berty, which was fo univerfally impreffed on the 
minds of this people, it onght in reafon to be 
viewed as a {pecial interpofition of Providence, 
from whofe dominions the hearts of mga are nok 
exempted. een ee: 


"Tis great principle of liberay formed a ue. 
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gion, which neither the power-por policy ofBri- 
We ee oii 
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‘tain pies. teen atile to break: a snioccaioh hae 
-bien, conftantly ftrengthening and increafing, e- 
‘ven from thofe very meafures that were defign= 
-ed by, oir enemies to confound and deftroy it. 
INotonly our own dangers and diftrefies, but e- 
‘wen the fucceffes and cruelties of our enemies, 
have. confpired, under Providence, to cement 
this people in a band of union, which at this day 
gmay defy the rage and power of tyrants ; “ for 
it is now confolidated by a confederation ‘happi- 
dy. compleated’” 2 “Thos united: and bound, thefe 
American ‘States, in a collective view, form a 
darge-empire, which bids fair, in the courfe of 

mature, ‘to exceed all the empires of the world ; 
they fpread over an amazing extent of country, 
that by:rapid population, is daily filling with in- 
djabitants: It is not improbable but the exten- 
five countries: of Canada and Nova: Scotia wi 

ere long be joined in the unien :' nor is it im pof ~ 
fible but the Weft-India iflands, from their apo 
Situation,’ may, in fome future period, become 
tke property of thefe American States. Alas { 
what. furprifing produétions, what extenfive 
profpects, has this great a of New under 

mies produced a a8 


ve RY obfervab! € ‘hace bech he! Ielechtions 
of Providence, in raifing up, for us, numerous 
and powerfal . friendsj. Even in. Britain, and. in 
the Britifh court, perfens of the higheft repueee 


tion for virtte and oe have owned the 
jufticg 


: 4 
“witice of our caufe, and done much, to affitt 
‘and {upport ic: by their friendly aid, we re- 
. geived Aaa eee totime, notice of the defigns 
and plans. of our enemy, a circumftance of high 
importance and 'Bility, 6 ee 


- Bur our greateft human friend and fupporter 
is, His Moft Chriftian Majefty the: King of 
France, whom that GOD who has the hearts 
of kings in his hands, difpofed to enter into a 
moft generous alliance with thefe States ; and 
he has given ‘us the. ftrongeft evidences of his 
fincerity and friendfhip. From fuch’a power=. 
ful ally we have indulged raifed hopes and ex- 
peflationsy ‘and have experienced eminent and 
mportant fervices, that have even exceeded our — 
expectations, We well knew our abfolute need 


7 ~ 


of this foreign aid, and the many ways in whith 


we have ‘fete the benefit of it ; "but I fear we 
aré. not in general fo mindful of the hand of 
Divine Providence, in this particular, as we 


eught in juftice to be. 


~ ‘Tuar anation of different manners, different 
language and religion, and with minds barred 
again{t us, by national rejudices, which, like 
national habits, are fubborn ahd incurable by’ 
human art and.addrefs, fhould at once form fo 
open, friendly, and Generous an alliance, with thefe 
>oor and oppreffed States ; that their armies and 
forces fhould harmonize’ with ours; like bres 
MR Sf ge oe ee thren 


“ 
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$hren in a.common caufe ; and all ranks of men 


BASS EVEN. 


| education and prejudice, we have ge= 
: p Wess Ap from our cradles, to con- 


to time has been fent to America, has undoubt- 
edly prevented our.enemies from burning our. 
feat-port towns: and their troops, united with, 
the American arms, under. the command of our 
iloftrious General the laft year, effected. the 
Breateit and moft happy event of the war; a 
e5i0) <a victory, 


f a3 4 


tory as any to be met with, éither in ancient or 


modern wars. 


A rRienp in necd, isa friend in deed. At 
this day we both fee our need of this friendly 
aid, and feel the Happy effects of it; Betts 
foreign alfiftance we could not expect ; that td 
be iofenfible of théeir kindnefs, mult expote us 
to be reproached with bafe ingtaticude ; and 
not to acknowledge the hand of Providencé in 
this aiance, muft bring upon us the guilt of 
Cheeks “Piss bose 2 ; ; 2 ‘aed J Morte if ie 8% 
SoCs pty er. er Pete 


_ Mamoraate have been the intérpofitions © 
_ Providence, in blafting and counteracting th 
defigns of our enemy, and‘in difcovering and de= 
tecting their mean. and wicked plots and in- 
treagues. We have often feen their. councils 
turmed into foolifane{s, and their fecrér machi- 
nations detected. ‘When theit open violeticd 
has proved abortive, they have frequently at- _ 
tempted to éffect their purpofe by fraud and de= 
ceit.. As if defpairing of futcefs from their 
_ troops, they have had recourfe to traitors atone, 
- ourfelves. Nay, fo great is their malice anc 
rancour, they would undoubtedly, with wicked’ 
Saul of old, in the hour of detpair, readily go’ 
to the witch of Endor, if they might but ob-" 
tain their point ; but there is no enchantment. 
- sgainft Jacob, neither ig there any divination’ 
=e - again 
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againit Ifrael, according to.this time it fhall be 
faid of Jacob and of Ifrael; what hath Goo 
wrought ? The fame overruling Providence 
that blafted their open force, has detected ‘theit 
Poceet dravds: 0 ee m 

- Tere have been, alfo,. fignal appeatanced 
of Providence in our favour, in times of our 
pcs diftrefs and danger. When our ene- 


and deccive, but it did not avail. “They fome- 
times hoped for factions among ourfelves, and 
did all in their power to foment ther, but have 
been happily difappoiated. “hey. much ex- 
pected our-money would fail us, but have the 
mortification to fee their own money fupporting 
our caufe. They once thought we could do no- 
thing at fighting, for the want,of arms, but now 
find from woful experience, that we fight themy 
aad beat them, with their own arms, In 


it a7 7 


= Z iF not. their lat; yet their greateft hopes and 


dependence appear to have been placed upon a 


» General, differently diftinguithed in Britain and 
America; there by his high birth and fame ; 


here by his thocking inhumanity and cruelty, 
who was permitted for atime, greatly to annoy 
and diftrefs our brethren in the fouthern ftates : 
but bleed be God, that General, with ‘his 


» whole army, are now prifoners in our hands, 


} a 


Verily the Lord has done great things for us, the 
Lord has triumphed glorioufly, es ae 


1 


From a feries of favourable events, and. the. 
pretent afpects of providence ; from the fuccef- 
es of our arms; the completion of our union 5 


_ the favourable change of our currency ; the fee- 
- ble ftate of our enemy ; and the defpair of thofe 


miftaken and wretched men, that are denomi- 


~ gated tories, we cannot but entertain raifed hopes. 
‘that our deliverance is juft at hand, and the 


bieffiags of peace will foon be reftored, and our 
independence fecured ; when this land of liberty 
will become a quiet habitation ; the wilderne(s 
Blofioti like a rofe ; commerce and agriculture 
flourith ; the arts and {ciences be cultivated ; and 
generations ist unbern fhall rejoice in the happy 
purchafes of our treafure and blood, : 


ss But notwithtanding the great things which ; 
God has done, and is doing for us, and the plea~ 
fing profpect betore us, we hear from fome ia 

eee gy nent nen oe ; 


‘the voice of complaitit and” the growis: Of avarice ; 
and the.’ general fubjest is, the borden'of taxes. 
“Alas a my Chriftian friends, what is money, to 
‘the great bléffings of tiberiy ? to be reed from 
3 athe jaws ‘of tyrancy, to‘live in’ ‘freeiom otirfelves, 
and ‘leave‘our ofterity after’ us frée, are ‘blef- 
Ape ‘of infinitely more valde than all the wealth 

f the world. “The kifdne’s of heaven," and the 


bountie sof fit a asuepekery son" us, ate 
eat path 


re ee 


palit this kind, : 
of ingenuity or pyblic 8 Had we nits al 
‘our wealth; but preferved' our. liberty, | we fhould. 
Rave been Breac gainers ; but bythe kindnefs of 


neaiey we may preferve them pots ees ‘ 


ap as true, our taxes ait whee and aéttieitay i 
for « our exertions are preffing,’ and what elfe ia 
reafon could we pofib'y expect >? But let me - 
tell you, that great fpirit which firft led us to 
difdain Britita tyranny, that has enabled us to 
brave every danger, and furmount the , greateft 
obftacles ; ; that fpirit which has’ ‘coriquered whole 
armies of our enemies, one after another, and 
humbled the pride of Britain, will eafily prevail 
with u8, to pait with a little of” our money to 
cormpleat the: glorious’ work, | 


Bes InDEED, I by no Stee thick that we 1 
find our public charges to be fuch mighty diffi- 


gultics as forme av aricious and unfriendly minde 
would 


F i } 
old feign: fuggelt, . Shaulg the infawato 8 Peer 


canes inue, and i a 
vi ‘it Fark BS us Saige t3. aa et ene 
as,it Tas. fu us. with. arms, to” ae °our® 
battles. ° ‘aapuns ues a oN fams Gréat’ Britain “ist 


conftantly fending over to America, td’ “defray 
the expences of her r-wicked war, will i the iffue,. 
efly centre ap “the Americans” cell 8 
ippoyériltvog t Heyer to i iatee thes Tal of | 
Febth and 1 ievSuRat ey "wall in fine panty Sie 
rst h thele 'S States, ae ee le 
twbus etic: awe Io-2sigtt 


A LITTLE: = and, public a I doubt 
not, will eafily gps us tirdugh all out éxpen- 
ces. Leffons of prudence, a@conomy era indaf* 


try, are. natura inculcated upon us, when mo- 


Sores 


_ neyi is Sees ‘taxes are’ ‘high ¢ and’ thefe are 


probable Teffons for. a Lape at all times. us 
_ We. ‘chearfully ‘part: With? our ‘thoney when 
we t ‘think. we, have. a good bargain 5 and certainly * 
there cannot in. mature ‘be’ a better bargain ob=* 
tained with. oncy, than liberty’ for out’: land,’ 
and. frecdom f or ‘ourfelves and our ‘pokerity. wat 


cit: 3f poris 


> poe 


; ; Bur,.. thoula Great Britain ‘gain their’ p int,” 
we may abfolutely. depend upon lofing 6: r'Bof-” 
feffions and our necks togethér. - For Hehe is’ 
not the leait {cruple in the matter, but thé fub- 
jugation of thefe States would ‘be followed with 


we ae oa eee 
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betting, from one end of the continent to the 
other, that was ever known, in any country or 
age of the world ; all promifes, covenants, hofta- 
ges and acts of parliament to the contrary not~ 
withitanding. eee 


‘ Ler ustherefore fteadily follow the guidance 
of providence,and chearfally do eur duty, and f 
doubt not we fhall yet fee the falvation of God, 
and our pofterity will long rejoice ia the happy 
fruits of our toils and wars, © 
_. ‘Tue militia of this town merit a particular 
addiefs at thistime——- 


ssi 


To you, gentlemen, as long as life fhall laft, 


this day will be for a memorial. irf 
the thock of the tyrant’s arms, end endured the- 
bloody fcene.. You faw your brethren and 
friends. fall victims to the lawlefs power and 
iword of Britain, exerted in 2 moft foolifh, wan- 
ton. and wicked xnanner. From that hour to — 
the prefent. moment, you have heard the cry of 
their innocent blood founding in your ears, and- 
calling aloud for yéngeance. Your fpirit and ex- 
ertion on that day, evidence a martial zeal and 
ardor in your country’s caufe : and we truft you” 
will always be ready to defend yeur country, at 
the hazard of yourlives  ~ o 


You’ 


Ce 


You firft felt — 


fi oe | 


- You never can want for motives for exerti- 
on, as you never can forget the murder of your. 
friends. You and~your country will always re- 
member with marks of diftinguifhed refpea& and. 
honour, thofe perfons' that firft’ fell facrifices to 
eur glorious caufe : their furviving friends have 
the pity of their country, and we ‘heartily wifh 
them the confolation of God. ae 


As your names are recorded, and your fame 
extenfive, you will diftinguifh yourfelves, by. 
every exertion and virtue,of patriotifm and pub- 
ic fpirit. It is'neediefs to fay any thing to quick- 
en your feelings of indignatiow and abhorrence: 
_ of Britith tyranny, or to perpetuate an indignant 
_ remembrance of Britifh troops ; but muft urge 

you to remember with gratitude. toGod, his kind 
appearance for us, in that hour of danger and 
Paes oe SES BRS e ee 


As that memorable day, which opened the 
great {cene of the American war, and forever 
diffolved our union with Britain, has been fol- 
lowed with furprifing appearances of providence 
in our favour, fo: in celebrating this anniverfary, 
it becomes us to ble{s and’ praife God for his 
' manifold mercies to our land, 


A cHRisTIAN foldier, is a noble charafler 
indeed, and therefore, to your martial addrefs, — 
you will be careful toadd the arnaments of our 
ep : holy 
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endeavours and prayers, to -be made free from, 
fin, and become the fervants of God, that your 
fruit may be,vato,holinels; and your end eyer- 


that we may have .none tounoleft us, or make, 
us afraid, : 


We ftill hear the alarm of war in our land, 
and the calis of our country for our moit firenus 
: wi = _S ~- - eae et ous 
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“ous exertions. “We have not as yet put off the 
Jharnefs, nor does <it*become us to boatt ; but we: 
have tonftantly néw and nobler motives, ‘to ani- 
mate: andventourage us. .Our foreign aid and 
frieadthip, we perceive, is daily increafing ; and 
our-~profpects are enlarging, and brightening in © 
our view. More than this, we have what we 


“no ways. deferve, the. blefling of .Heaven, and 


the fmiles of Providence, in the agreeable and 


 ~ ~promifing opening of the {pring, Jam fure fuch 


things as thefe, muft be animating to the feelir 

of every ingenuous mind. The path of duty, is 
our path totfafety sand in ferving Gop, we in 
the beft manner ferve ourfelves, our country and 
pofterity. Let’us hearken*to’ the ‘tnited voice 
of thefe motives and calls, and prefent ourfelves - 
living: facrifices unto Gop. We have the bléf- 
fed gofpel in our handsy*which contains the calls 
and'invitations of our glorious redeemer, znd 
the great promife of eternal lite, as 


In late years, we have paft farprifing changes 5 
but we have all, an infinitely greater change to 
afs, our change by death. We have had ftrike 
i {cenes, one after another, open to our view; 
but they are not toe be compared to thofe invifi- 
ble fcenes that will open upon us in the eternal. 
world, — : 


‘Ws have felt much from the terrors and as 
larms of war ; but what are thefe to the terrors 
Petecte a ee ge ee oe eae 6 meee of 


~ 


: oe a = eo 8 
of a judgment to come, and to the trump of 
Gop, that fhall one day pierce our ears, and raife 


‘the dead. Secing we look for fuch things as 


thefe,what mannet of perfons ought we to be,in 


“‘all holy converfation and godlinefs; 


We havé alio experienced the joys of victory 
and triumph over our enemies ; pleafing fenfa~ 
tions to mankind in general: but they are mere 


‘trifles, to that victory and triumph over fin, 
death and hell, that thal! crown the folemnity of 
‘the Jatt day. se 


: To be fuperior to the fear of our enemies, ié 
indeed a pleafing fenfation ; but by fara nobler 
one, to be fuperior to the fears of death, from 2 


lively faith in him, who has conquered death, 
‘and feattered fo much'light into the gloomy man- 


fion of the grave. 7 , aihgit Te: 
- ‘We are all. withing and praying for the blef- 
fings of peace, that we may enjoy quiet and reft ; 


‘but the peace of Heaven, the reft which remains 


for Gop’s people above, is infinitely more deferv~ 
ing of our labor, wifhes and prayers. 

Let us then, riever forget, that we are candi- 
dates for immortal felicity, and fhall foon “have 
done with all worldly things, and. enter upon 
the invifible world ; and theréfore be feberly 
concerned, to approve ourfelves, to our con{cien- 
ces, to our country, and to our Gop, and ther 
Gn{peakably great fhall be our reward in Eieaven. 

AMEN, 


